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Deck Framing Comparison Guide
What to ask before choosing steel or pressure-treated joists

Questions About Moisture and Durability

1 Ask whether joist tape is included over every wood joist and ledger board

It specifically targets where fasteners penetrate the wood, a common starting point for moisture problems.

2 Ask what coating or finish a steel framing product uses

Corrosion resistance depends on the specific coating, not on the material being steel alone.

3 Ask how drainage and airflow under the deck are planned

Both framing types benefit from air movement underneath the deck surface.

Questions About Fit and Fastening

1 Ask which fastening system a steel framing product requires

Steel systems typically use manufacturer-specific screws and connectors, not generic deck hardware.

2 Ask how the contractor checks lumber for straightness before installing it

Solid wood joists vary piece to piece; sorting and planing is part of a careful wood installation.

Questions About Your Own Project

1 Ask your contractor to quote both framing options for your specific deck

A side-by-side quote makes the trade-off concrete instead of theoretical.

2 Ask how span and spacing requirements differ between the two systems for your design

These vary by manufacturer and design and should be confirmed for your project.

Bring this list to your framing conversation so the comparison is specific to your own deck.
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This guide is general information, not professional advice. Requirements, products, and site conditions vary by property and change over time. Confirm the details that apply to
your project with a qualified professional before you decide. Diamond Decks & Pools is not responsible for decisions made solely on the basis of this guide.


